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HIGHLIGHTS 


January 30 - February 5, 1994 


Cold air settled across the Nation, ending a 5-week warm spell in the West, 
and prolonging the severe winter from the eastern Dakotas to New England. 
Snow flurries were observed at midweek as far south as Houston, TX, New 
Orleans, LA, and Pensacola, FL, but crop areas of southern Texas and 
Peninsular Florida escaped without a freeze. Early in the week, brutal cold 
returned to the North Central States, while snow whitened the southern 
High Plains. In Florida, West Palm Beach recorded 86°F on Sunday before 
collecting more than 2 inches of rain over a 4-day span. On Monday, La 
Crosse, WI registered -30°F, while Dubuque, IA notched -23°F. Meanwhile 
in Texas, snow depths reached 10 inches in Amarillo, 3 inches in Midland, 
and 1 inch in San Angelo. Cold air sagged southward to the Gulf coast by 
midweek. Temperatures fell to 20°F as far south as San Antonio, TX and 

(Continued to p. 13) 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending February 5, 1994 
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Based on 1961-90 normals. 
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January Weather and Crop Summary 


Weather 


Montana’s weather was a representative microcosm of the Nation's highly variable 
conditions. In the west, monthly temperatures averaged 11°F above normal at Missoula, while 
precipitation was less than one-third of normal. But in the northeast at Glasgow, temperatures 
were below normal and precipitation was nearly 200 percent of normal. The same arctic front 
that sliced through Montana also governed weather conditions elsewhere in the United States. 
Precipitation was infrequent south and west of the front, and persistent but generally light 
farther north and east. One notable exception occurred from the Ohio Valley and Middle 
Atlantic States to New England, where heavier precipitation, often in the form of ice and 
snow, menaced major population centers. 


The Northeast (Maryland to Maine) experienced its third coldest January of the century, 
behind only 1977 and 1918. Extremely harsh conditions also prevailed as far west as the 
Dakotas and as far south as the Ohio Valley. The arctic episode peaked on January 19, when 
more than a dozen all-time record lows were shattered from Indiana to Pennsylvania. New 
Whiteland, IN, about 15 miles south of Indianapolis, registered -36°F to establish a State 
record. St. Cloud, MN reported -40°F, 3 degrees shy of an all-time record, in the midst of a 
record 181-hour sub-zero spell that ended on January 20. Temperatures plunged below -20°F 
as far south as the Ohio River at Louisville, KY (-22°F). A brief thaw and unwelcomed heavy 
rain arrived in the Ohio Valley between January 25 and 27. Minor to moderate flooding 
quickly developed on the Ohio River and numerous tributaries from western New York to 
West Virginia and Ohio as runoff combined with melting snow. Storms had dumped a foot 
or more of snow on portions of the Ohio Valley on January 4 and 17. 


Snow cover thickened considerably during the month from the upper Mississippi Valley and 
western Great Lakes States eastward into New England. Depths increased from a trace to 13 
inches at Madison, WI, and from 4 inches to 15 inches at Concord, NH. The central Plains 
remained largely snow-free until January 26, when a storm blanketed western Kansas and 
Nebraska (except the panhandle) with up to 10 inches of snow. Beneficial moisture graced 
southern Plains wheat areas during a flurry of late-month snowstorms, and by January 31, 10 
inches covered Amarillo, TX. Wheat areas of the Pacific Northwest received virtually no 
snow, but minimum temperatures remained well above 0°F. 


At higher elevations of the West, snowfall continued to lag normal rates. The northern 
portion of California’s Sierra Nevada was brushed by a storm during the first week of 
January; otherwise, dry weather prevailed (as it had since mid-December) until January 23-25. 
On February 1, Sierra Nevada snow pack stood at a meager 50 percent of normal, ranging 
from 35 percent of normal in the south to 60 percent of normal in the north. 


In contrast, numerous locations from the middle Ohio Valley to the Northeast experienced 
record snowfall. Parkersburg, WV received more snow during January (39.6 inches) than had 
fallen during the winters of 1991-92 and 1992-93 combined. Morgantown, WV had its 
snowiest month on record (39.7 inches), and Caribou, ME had its snowiest January (44.5 
inches). In addition, Caribou experienced a sub-zero monthly average temperature (-0.7°F) 
for the first time ever. 


Fieldwork 


Winter wheat in the upper 
Great Plains, upper Mississippi 
Valley, Great Lakes, and in 
northern parts of the Ohio 
Valley had sufficient snow 
cover for protection from the 
cold for the month. The mid- 
month storm extended the 
snow cover to the middle 
Mississippi Valley and over 
most of the Ohio Valley, which 
helped protect the wheat from 
the frigid conditions which 
followed the storm. More mild 
conditions and rain reduced 
snow cover across much of the 
middle Mississippi Valley and 
most of the Ohio Valley. The 
melting snow and rain at the 
end of the month caused 
ponding and flooding of some 
wheat fields in parts of the 
Ohio Valley. In the Southeast, 
winter wheat progress was 
hindered by the cool, wet 
conditions for the month. Dry 
conditions in the central and 
southern Great Plains and 
California stressed the winter 
wheat crop. Precipitation fell 
over these areas by the end of 
the month and _ improved 
prospects. However, 
additional rainfall was needed 
to sustain the improvements. 
Little or no snow cover was 
available for wheat in the 
Northwest during January. 
Mild conditions allowed the 
wheat to go through the month 
with no real problems. How- 
ever, these mild conditions 
allowed wheat to break dor- 
mancy in some parts of Idaho. 
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January Weather in Historical Perspective 


A quasi-stationary arctic front draped from Montana to the Gulf 
coast separated frigid air to its northeast from warm, dry air to 
its southwest. The nationally-averaged temperature of 29.8°F 
was nearly 1°F below the 100-year average (fig. 1), and the 33rd 
lowest since 1895 (table 1). Regionally, January temperatures 
ranged from the third lowest on record in the Northeast (fig. 2) 
to the second highest on record in the Northwest. 


Figure 1 
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Table 1 


Temperature and precipitation rankings for 
January 1994, based on the period 1895-1994. 
1 = Driest/Coldest, 100 = Wettest/Hottest. 


Region Precipitation Temperature 


Northeast 86 3 
East North Central 58 7 
Central §5 15 


Southeast 83 18 
West North Central 24 54 
South 43 42 


Southwest 3 
Northwest 6 99 
West 12 86 


National 19 33 


Figure 2 
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Precipitation averaged near-normal to below normal in all but the 
easternmost regions. In the Northeast, a 15th wettest January 
compounded the misery of bitter cold. Nationally, January was 
the 19th driest such month on record (table 1, fig. 3). Extremely 
dry weather covered areas from the High Plains to the Pacific 
coast, including California, which notched its 16th driest January. 
State rankings of precipitation and temperature appear in figure 4. 


Figure 3 
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Figure 4 
JANUARY 1994 STATEWIDE TEMPERATURE RANKS 
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Temperature Ranks for the contiguous United States. 
Each state is ranked based on its data from 1895-1994. 
States having a rank of top ten coldest (rank 1—10) or 

top ten warmest (rank 91—100) are shaded. 
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Precipitation Ranks for the contiguous United States. 
Each state is ranked bosed on its dato from 1895-1994. 
Stotes having o rank of top ten driest (rank 1-10) or 
top ten wettest (rank 91—100) ore shaded. 
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National Agricultural Summary 


January 31 - February 6, 1994 


Weather for the week was dry, except for late-week 
rains which came to parts of the South, Southeast, and 
southern California. Temperatures averaged 3 to 15 
degrees below normal for the week. Low temperatures 
were below freezing as far south as southern Texas and 
north-central Florida. However, little or no crop 
damage has been reported. Winter wheat in the 
northern Great Plains enjoyed ample snow cover. In 
the middle Mississippi and Ohio Valleys, above- 
freezing temperatures caused a decline in snow cover, 
which concerned producers. In Ohio, some winter 
wheat in low-lying areas suffered freeze damage. A 
virus infection that appeared earlier in Texas wheat has 


promote growth. In the Northwest, wheat producers 
remained concerned about the lack of snow cover for 
their fields. This week’s rains in the South and 
California delayed spring fieldwork, some vegetable 
planting, and harvest activities. |The cool weather 
delayed the maturity of several vegetable crops in 
Florida. Pasture feed conditions and livestock 
conditions were rated fair to good across the Nation. 
Low temperatures in the Midwest required livestock 
producers to increase the amount of supplemental 
feeding. Muddy fields caused problems for livestock in 
Kentucky. California pastures benefited from the rain. 
Texas pastures needed additional moisture and warmth 


now been reported in Kansas. Many wheat fields in 


to promote growth. Some hay shortages were reported in 
Texas needed more moisture and warm weather to 


parts of Texas, Louisiana, and Georgia. 





(Continued from front cover) 

McComb, MS on Wednesday, but extreme southern 
Texas remained above freezing. A day later, 
Tallahassee, FL noted 20°F, while frost reached into 
the central Peninsula, where Tampa observed 35°F. 
Cold air also spilled westward across the Rockies, 
resulting in daily record lows in Alamosa, CO (-26°F 
on Wednesday), and Redding, CA (26°F on Friday). 
In contrast, record warmth covered Alaska, where 
temperatures averaged up to 30°F above normal. The 
weekly average temperature of 10°F in Barrow, AK 
was higher than the 8-degree value in Sioux City, 
IA. Late in the week, a storm system spun through 
southern California before streaking into the 
Southeast. Rainfall on Friday in California 
included 0.74 inches at Palm Springs and 0.65 
inches in Los Angeles, while 9 inches of snow 
blanketed Big Bear Lake. Farther east, locally 
heavy rain developed from Mississippi to Georgia. 
Meridian, MS received more than 4 inches. 
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State Summaries of Weather and Agriculture 
These summaries provide brief descriptions of crop and weather 
conditions important on a national scale. More detailed data are 
available in Weather and Crop Bulletins published each Monday by 
NASS State Statistical Offices in cooperation with the National 


Weather Service. 


ALABAMA: Rainfall 0.17 to 2.56 in. north; none to 4.00 in. 
central; 0.23 to 3.10 in. south. Temperatures 2 to 7° below 
normal north; 1 to 6° below normal central; normal to 5° below 
normal south. Lows 12 to 20° north; 11 to 24° central; 19 to 27° 
south. Highs 60 to 66° north; 62 to 68° central; 68 to 78° south. 

Primary activities: General care of livestock, poultry, catfish. 


ARIZONA: Temperatures below normal, 2 to 6° below 
normal. Extremes -4°; 66° higher elevations; 16°; 73° deserts. 
Precipitation across State, generally under 0.25 in. 

Small grains planting almost complete. Small grain seeded 
100%, 98% 1993, 99% avg.; established 98%, 94% 1993, 96% 
avg. Alfalfa condition good. Harvest light, sheeping off 
activities light; stand renovation, new stand establishment 
mostly normal. Citrus harvest active. Grapefruit, navel, sweet 
oranges, lemons available central, western areas. Tangerines, 
tangelos, also available central area. Winter vegetable harvest 
active. Available from western, central areas: Broccoli, 
cabbage, cauliflower, leaf, romaine lettuces, spinach. Western 
harvest also included: Iceberg, Boston lettuce, endive, escarole. 
Central crops available included: Beets, carrots, mixed greens, 
green onions, radishes, rappini, turnips. Pecans, tomatoes 
continued available eastern areas. 


ARKANSAS: Temperatures a few degrees below normal. 
Extremes 8°; 70°. Light precipitation, latter part of the week, 
mostly in southern half of State. Rainfall none to 0.86 in. Soil 
moisture supplies adequate to surplus. 

Wheat fair to good, needs dry weather. Livestock, pastures 
good. 


CALIFORNIA: Southern half of the State reported 
precipitation of 0.70 in. or less. Temperatures generally 
averaged a few degrees below normal. 

Wet soils slowed field activities most areas. Small grains, 
winter forages, new alfalfa excellent growth. Fertilization, 
irrigation, weed treatments resumed as fields dried. Sugarbeets, 
dry beans, alfalfa irrigated, sprayed weeds. Fields prepared for 
planting cotton, other row crops where soil moisture conditions 
allowed. Established alfalfa, bermuda grass chemically burned 
to stimulate new growth. Alfalfa cut hay, greenchopped desert 
counties. Winter cultural practices continued orchards. Grape 
growers pruning, shredding bush, tying vines, spraying. 
Orchards pruned, treated with herbicides. Buds swelling 
almonds, early varieties nectarines. Some bee hives moved. 
Navel orange, lemon, grapefruit, tangerine harvests continued 
slow pace. Valencia orange harvesting begin soon Riverside 
County. Strawberry harvest desert valleys. Artichokes packed 
Riverside County. Asparagus harvested desert valleys good 
quality. Harvest broccoli San Joaquin, Imperial valleys. 
Cabbage harvested Coachella Valley. Carrots moved Kern 
County. Cauliflower harvested central, desert valleys, while 
celery harvested desert area. Head lettuce fields thinned, 
progressing nicely San Joaquin Valley. Head, Leaf, Romaine 


lettuce harvested Coachella Valley. Melons planted desert 
valleys. Winter potatoes harvested Riverside, Kern counties, 
while spring potato planting Kern County. Planting peppers, 
squash, sweet corn Imperial Valley. Processing spinach 
developing nicely Tulare County. Processing tomato beds treated 
pre-emergent herbicides, irrigated, planted central valley. Other 
crops being harvested: sweet potatoes, taro root, turnips, various 
oriental vegetables. Range, pasture improving because of general 
rains previous week. New born calves, lambs doing well. 


COLORADO: Cold high pressure dominated the State on the 
31st, 1st resulting in fair skies, much below normal temperatures. 
A few western valleys received trace amounts of precipitation; 
otherwise, dry conditions prevailed. By the 2nd a strong dry 
northwesterly flow aloft resulted in gusty winds in the mountains, 
a return to more normal temperatures across the eastern plains. 
Temperatures east of the mountains continued to moderate due to 
the dry downslope westerly winds coming off the mountains. The 
only significant precipitation of the week occurred on the 4th over 
the southwest quarter of the State with up to 0.50 in. of moisture. 
Weekend was dominated by a strong westerly flow aloft resulting 
in windy, mild conditions in the east and dry weather statewide. 

Care of livestock, equipment maintenance was the main producer 
activity. 


FLORIDA: Temperatures 0 to 7° below normal except 0 to 2° 
above normal southeast Peninsula. Highs, low to mid 80s. Lows, 
20s north, to mid 50s southeast coast. Rain 1 to 3 days. Rain 0.20 
to 2.25. in. 

Soil moisture mostly adequate to surplus throughout State, 
scattered areas of short moisture. Sugarcane harvest active. 
Sugarcane planting virtually complete. Maintaining tobacco beds. 
Making preparations for spring planted crops. Citrus groves very 
good to excellent condition, moisture adequate, few showers this 
week. New growth slowly progressing. Loss from droppage very 
light. Early mid orange harvest very active all areas. Seedless 
grapefruit movement for export, domestic use active, temple, 
Honey tangerine harvest increasing. Navel, early tangerine 
harvest vary as supplies are low. Caretakers cutting cover crops, 
hedging, topping all areas. Major vegetable producing areas 
received light to moderate amounts of rain. Crop conditions 
generally good. Fieldwork slightly hampered some areas by wet 
field conditions, rain. Cool weather delayed maturity of several 
crops. Leading vegetable shipments: Tomatoes, peppers, 
cabbage, squash, cucumbers. Also available: Snap beans, carrots, 
celery, chinese cabbage, sweet corn, eggplant, escarole, iceberg 
lettuce, leaf lettuce, romaine, specialty lettuces, radishes, 
strawberries, tomatoes, cherry tomatoes. Pasture feed 30% poor, 
65% fair, 5% good. Cattle herds mostly poor to good condition. 


GEORGIA: Temperatures 2 to 7° below normal. Highs 50s 
north, 60s central, southeast, 70s southwest, south central. Low 
teens north, 20s elsewhere. Rained 1 to 3 days. Totals 0.33 to 
1.00 in. north, 0.50 to 2.25 in. in the central, south. 
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Soil moisture adequate central to northern areas, surplus south. 
Wet weather continues to delay field preparation south, some 
limited preparation north. Few reports of topdressing small 
grain fields, tobacco bed preparation. Soybean, cotton harvest 
complete. Pecan harvest progress little change from last week. 
Most crop fair to good, mostly good. Onions good. Pastures 
poor to fair, mostly fair. Cattle, hogs good. Cattle feed supply 
shortages increasing much northern two-thirds of State. 


HAWAITI: Cool, windy weather with some rain showers 
during week. A high pressure system, low pressure storm system 
generated gusty winds over the island chain. Rainfall none to 
4.60 in. Temperatures high 50s to low 80s. 

Spraying activities suspended or delayed by gusty winds. Cool 
weather continued to slow crop progress. Insects, disease 
infestations controlled with regular spraying. Banana shipments 
moderate. Papaya output near last week’s level. 


IDAHO: Temperatures 2° above normal to 7° below normal. 
Precipitation none north, none to 0.04 in. southwest, none to 
0.02 in. south-central, none to 1.00 in. east. 

Soil moisture adequate. Hay, roughage supplies adequate. 
Activities: Marketing, educational, commodity meetings, shop 
activities, livestock care. Livestock good with calving, lambing. 


ILLINOIS: Drier-than-normal weather occurred last week, as 
temperatures were mostly 5 to 7° below normal. Highs mid 20s 
to upper 30s. Lows averaged from the lower teens to upper 
teens. Precipitation less than 0.10 in. across the State. 
Snowcover limited to the far north with 1 to 6 in. 

Farmers concerns continued in the areas of winter wheat, 
livestock conditions, supplies of quality hay. 


INDIANA: Temperatures below normal. Temperatures near 
normal along the Ohio River to 5 to 10° below normal over the 
north. Highs were mostly in the 20s to 30s, while average lows 
were generally single digits, teens. Precipitation, liquid 
equivalent, 0.01 to 0.33 in. Many locations did not report any 
precipitation. Snow cover had pretty much disappeared by the 
end of the week. 

Operators continue to report both good, poor conditions on 
wheat fields, depending on the snowcover that was available 
during the recent cold snap. The lack of snow now worries 
operators in case of another cold snap. Hay supplies are good 
to adequate. Livestock reported to be mostly in good condition. 
Main activities this past week included: Grain marketing, farm 
meetings, maintenance, hauling manure, tax preparation. 


IOWA: Another very cold week. Temperatures 5° below 
normal southwest to 16° below normal northeast. Extremes 
38°,(south central, Sth); -22° (northwest, 1st). Very light 
snowfall early week; precipitation trace southwest to 0.07 in. 
northeast; 0.01 in. (normal 0.20 in.). 

Cold temperatures has required livestock producers to feed 
high energy feed. There is some TGE in pigs. 


KANSAS: Some relief from the cold occurred by the weekend. 
Low temperatures, below zero, covered most of the western two- 
thirds of the State, while the eastern one-third remained in the 
single digit readings. Temperatures at least 3° below normal 
across State. High temperatures at the end of the week were in 
the upper 40s to 50s. Precipitation was very light with all 


districts averaging less than 0.10 in. A new virus infection found 
earlier in wheat in Texas has now also been identified in Kansas. 


KENTUCKY: Highest temperatures rose into the low to mid 
50s, low temperatures between 10 to 15°. Averaged low to mid 
30s, near normal for period. Week was dry with only a few 
locations reporting precipitation. All amounts less than 0.10 in. 

Soil moisture adequate to surplus. Limited field activity. 
Livestock benefited from more normal temperatures, but muddy 
field conditions prevailed. Burley Tobacco Market generally 
steady with twelve Ky markets remaining open for at least one 
more sale. Burley cooperatives received 35.4 percent of gross 
sales for season-to-date. 


LOUISIANA: Temperatures 1.7 to 5.0° below normal. Extremes 
20°; 80°. Rainfall 0.02 in. northwest to 0.74 in. northeast. 

North: fieldwork was further delayed from last week’s heavy 
rainfall. Most soils were too wet, keeping farmers from doing any 
major activities. Winter grazing of rye grass pasture, supple- 
mental hay feeding continued active, however hay supplies were 
running a little short in some areas. Farmers continued equipment 
repair, attending various extension meetings around the State. 
South: fieldwork was limited due to heavy rains last week. Main 
activities: Cattle tending, grazing of rye grass, feeding of hay, 
repairing fencing. Sugarcane farmers continued drainage work, 
equipment maintenance while rice farmers made some progress on 
water leveling their fields. Farmers attended auctions, meetings 
around their areas. 


MARYLAND & DELAWARE: MARYLAND: Precipitation 
0.08 in., normal 0.69 in. Temperature 30.4°, normal 32.6°. 
Extremes -2°; 59°. 

Activities: Caring for livestock. General chores. Frozen ground 
impairing manure spreading, small grain top-dressing. 
DELAWARE: Precipitation none, normal 0.73 in. Temperature 
30.5°, normal 33.5°. Extremes 16°; 51°. 

Activities: Caring for livestock. General chores. Frozen ground 
impairing manure spreading, small grain top-dressing. 


MICHIGAN: Extremes -29°; 38°. Precipitation none to 0.59 in. 
across the State. Most of the Lower Peninsula experienced 
daytime temperatures in the mid to upper 20s while nighttime 
temperatures continue to hover just below zero. Very light 
sporadic snow showers fell during the week giving way to a 
mostly clear, sunny weekend. 

Overall, livestock remain in good condition with feed supplies 
adequate. Major activities included marketing crops, preparing 
tax returns, repairing machinery. 


MINNESOTA: Temperatures 10 to 17° below normal for the 
State. Extremes -35°; 25°. Precipitation zero to 0.04 in., which was 
0.08 to 0.17 in. below normal. Greatest weekly precipitation 0.10 
in. Snowfall 1 in. or less for the State. Snow depth at week’s end 
averaged 11 to 24 in. for the State. 

Another week of below temperatures throughout the State kept 
outside activities to a minimum. Farmers busy ordering supplies 
for the 1994 growing season. 


MISSISSIPPI: Temperatures 3.0° below normal. Extremes 11°; 
79°. Precipitation minimal in the northern districts to 2.82 in. 
across the southeast district. Rainfall 0.93 in., 0.26 in. below 
normal. Soil temperature 44°. 
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Days suitable for fieldwork 1.6, 4.6 1993, 2.1 5 yr avg. Soil 
moisture 50% adequate, 38% surplus, 12% excessive. Hay 
supply 14% very short, 29% short, 57% adequate. Livestock 
30% fair, 70% good. Pasture 77% of normal. Activities: 
Feeding livestock. 


MISSOURI: Temperatures 1 to 6° below normal across State, 
warmer end of week. Precipitation about 0.02 in., largest 
amount central: 0.05 in. 

Pasture feed 4% very poor, 17% poor, 56% fair, 23% good. 
Topsoil moisture 1% short, 62% adequate, 37% surplus. Subsoil 
moisture 76% adequate, 24% surplus. Wheat condition 7% very 
poor, 18% poor, 61% fair, 14% good. Supply of hay, roughage 
11% short, 84% adequate, 5% surplus. Condition of livestock 
28% fair, 69% good, 3% excellent. 


MONTANA: Temperatures below normal. Precipitation none 
to light. 

Protectiveness of snow cover for winter wheat mostly poor to 
fair. Grazing is mostly open to difficult. Farm, ranch activity 
mostly livestock care, feeding, general maintenance. 


NEBRASKA: Temperatures 3° below normal in the Panhandle 
to 10° below normal in the central portions. Only trace amounts 
of precipitation fell across the State. 

Producer activities included machinery repair, maintenance, 
livestock care, routine chores. 


NEVADA: Showers accompanied passage of low pressure 
system across southern areas with precipitation 0.26 to 0.32 in. 
Temperatures colder than normal statewide. Extremes -19°; 62°. 
Calving, lambing continues with no major problems reported. 
Mild weather easy on livestock feeding requirements. Major 
activities: Care, feeding of livestock, general maintenance. 


NEW ENGLAND: Weather data not available. 
Major farm activities: Caring for livestock. 


NEW JERSEY: Temperatures were below normal; 20° north, 
28° south, 30° coastal. Extremes -12°; 51°. Precipitation was 
below normal; 0.01 in. north, none south, coastal. Heaviest 24 
hour total 0.05 in. on 1st, 2nd. Heaviest 24-hour snowfall 1 in. 
on the 1st, 2nd. Snow on ground on 7th with little in south, none 
to 4 in. central, 3 to 9 in. north. 

Farmers busy caring for livestock, tending to other normal 
winter chores. 


NEW MEXICO: Because of the extremely cold start, 
temperatures for the week averaged slightly more than 5° below 
normal for the State. Many of the colder spots experienced 
some readings below zero with extremes around the State 
reaching -15° north central mountains to 72° southeastern desert. 
Two minor winter storms affected the State. Higher precipita- 
tion near 0.50 in. several areas. 

Farming activities were slowed due to the weather. 
Supplemental feeding was active around most of the State. 


NEW YORK: Dry, arctic air over region. Temperatures well 
below normal. Dry, except for light snow in west. 

Major activities: Tending livestock, spreading manure, 
attending meetings, maintenance. Continued coldness made 
outside activities difficult. 


NORTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 4° below normal to near 
normal. Rainfall 2.67 in. at William O. Huske in Bladen County 
to no rain at several locations. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 2.3. Soil moisture 60% adequate, 
40% surplus. Crop conditions: Wheat 6% poor, 50% fair, 44% 
good; oats 9% poor, 50% fair, 41% good; barley 8% poor, 47% 
fair, 45% good; rye 7% poor, 43% fair, 49% good, 1% excellent; 
pasture 8% very poor, 33% poor, 42% fair, 17% good; hay, 
roughage supplies 15% very short, 28% short, 57% adequate. Feed 
grain supplies 2% very short, 16% short, 82% adequate. Activities 
included: Tobacco plant bed preparation; tending livestock; 
general farm maintenance, cutting wood. 


NORTH DAKOTA: _ Temperatures 7 to 13° below normal. 
Extremes -33° northeast; 33° southwest. Snow depth was 16.9 in. 
compared to 6.6 in. last year. 

Snow cover was sufficient to protect 99% winter wheat, 100% 
rye, alfalfa. Winter wheat 13% fair, 82% good, 5% excellent. Rye 
6% fair, 84% good, 10% excellent. Calving, lambing was just 
underway in some areas. Cattle 26% fair, 74% good. Sheep 25% 
fair, 75% good. All livestock were receiving supplemental feed. 
Supplies of hay, forage were rated 1% short, 99% adequate. Sales 
of cattle, calves were 7% below normal, 93% normal. Secondary 
road conditions were 11% open, 89% difficult due mostly to 
drifting. Grain marketing normal to below normal. 


OHIO: Weather turned cold, dry for most of the week before 
warmer air filtered into the State by the Sth. Temperatures 3 to 6° 
below normal with mean readings from the upper teens to mid 
20s. Maximums ranged from the upper 20s to the upper 30s with 
mean lows ranging from the upper single digits north to upper 
teens south. After settling into the single digits below zero north, 
above zero south, mercuries peaked into the 40s to near 50° late 
in the period. 

With most of the snow cover melted, the cold weather refroze 
any standing water. Winter wheat experienced some ice damage, 
especially in low-lying areas. Livestock required considerable 
amounts of roughage. 


OKLAHOMA: _ Temperatures 5° below normal Panhandle 2° 
above normal east central. Precipitation none most of State to 
traces in northeast, east central, southeast. 

Topsoil moisture 72% short, 28% adequate. Wheat 20% poor, 
65% fair, 15% good. Feeders and calves steady to $1.50 lower. 


OREGON: Temperatures 3 to 6° below normal statewide. 
Precipitation: dry statewide. 

Soil moisture: Adequate. Winter orchard pruning continued. 
Livestock good to excellent. Winter lamb grazing on grass seed 
fields continued. Supplemental feeding continued, statewide. 


PENNSYLVANIA: Temperature, precipitation below normal. 
Temperature 19°, 8° below normal. Extremes -16°; 47°. 
Precipitation 0.06 in., 0.56 in. below normal. 

Activities: Hauling manure; fixing fence; caring for livestock. 


PUERTO RICO: Rainfall 0.38 in., 0.23 in. below normal. 
Highest total 4.45 in. at Pico Del Este, 1.24 in. Rio Blanco Lower, 
0.84 in. Canovanas. Highest 24 hour total 1.24 in. at Pico Del 
Este. Island temperatures 75 to 76° on the Coasts, 69 to 72° in the 
Interior with mean station temperature 78.8° at Guayama to 61.2° 
at Pico Del Este Luquillo. Extremes 51°; 91°. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA: Temperatures 2 to 4° below normal 
across State. Average precipitation 0.70 in. 

Farm activities: Small grain condition good, some nitrogen 
applied. Tobacco beds good. Livestock good. Attending 
meetings. 


SOUTH DAKOTA: Temperatures 1 to 15° below normal last 
week. Extremes -31°; 47°. Precipitation was generally light, 
below normal, except for the northern Black Hills which 
received several inches of snow. Maximum 0.76 in. 

Topsoil 68% adequate, 32% surplus. Subsoil moisture 3% 
short, 68% adequate, 29% surplus. Winter rye was 100% good. 
Winter wheat 99% good, 1% excellent. Snow cover is mostly 
adequate to protect winter seedlings, isolated reports of wind 
erosion. Livestock: 16% fair, 67% good, 17% excellent. Feed 
supply 80% adequate, 20% surplus. Water supply 82% 
adequate, 18% surplus. Cold weather, snow, stress has 
increased energy demands for cattle, subsequently decreased 
performance. Ranchers busy caring for livestock, moving snow 
to reach feed supplies. Lambing underway in some areas. Other 
farm activities: Hauling grain, preparing taxes. 


TENNESSEE: Temperatures 1 to 6° below normal with the 
Plateau being the coldest. Week began on a cold note, warming 
trend occurred by the weekend. Coldest temperature of the 
week was 11° degrees in Crossville on the 2nd. The warmest 
readings occurred in Chattanooga, where the high was 63° on 
both the 6th, 7th. Rainfall was well below normal for the week. 
None occurred in West, leaving an average departure of 1.06 in. 
for the area. Most rain fell on the 5th, 6th. 

Winter feed supplies are dwindling, most cattle producers will 
be in good shape to make it to Spring. Wheat fields are in good 
condition. Routine maintenance, chores are the main activities. 


TEXAS: High pressure maintained fair skies, cold conditions 
most of last week, however, southerly wind brought 
unseasonably mild weather over weekend. Eight of ten climate 
divisions recorded below normal mean temperature, -1° in South 
Central, Upper Coast division to -7° in Low Rolling Plains. 
North Central, East Texas divisions recorded near normal 
temperatures. Precipitation was below normal across State last 
week, as average amounts were less than 0.25 in., except for 
0.28 in. Upper Coast division. Precipitation departures 0.07 in. 
Trans Pecos to 0.80 in. East Texas. Mean soil temperatures 
were mostly in 40s across State. Range of mean soil 
temperature was 32° at Bushland to 61° at Brownsville. Highest 
daily maximum soil temperature 74° at Beeville, lowest daily 
minimum soil temperature 29° at Pecos. 

Crops: Small grains most fields across State should benefit 
from previous weeks moisture, precipitation that was received 
last week, more moisture, warm temperatures are needed. Some 
Blacklands wheat fields were being topdressed. Some Cross 
Timbers’ producers were having the contend with greenbugs. In 
most areas of State, however, availability of forage from small 
grain pastures was very short. Statewide wheat condition 54% 
normal, 68% 1993. 

Commercial Vegetables: In Rio Grande Valley onion crop 
made good progress, some watermelon acreage was planted. 
East Texas - some cool season crops were planted, while land 
preparation for warm season vegetables continued. High Plains 
some land preparation continued. San Antonio-Winter Garden 
area beets, cabbage, greens, spinach were harvested. Onion sets 
were planted. Trans Pecos earlier set onions made good 
progress while some producers continued to set onions. Fields 
were being prepared for additional vegetable planting. Peaches, 
pruning was active in many areas of State, producers continued 
to apply dormant oil spray. In East Texas, some producers were 





concerned about limited number of chilling hours received. 
Freezing temperatures during first part of week damaged some 
early blooming trees in Edwards Plateau, South Central Texas. 

Range and Livestock: Supplemental feeding continued in most 
areas. Hay supplies continued to decline. Pastures, ranges need 
additional moisture, warmer temperatures to promote forage 
growth. Southern High Plains producers were culling herds. 
Calving was active in some areas of Trans-Pecos. Livestock 
conditions remained varied across State. 


UTAH: Both temperature maximums, minimums 6° below 
normal. Precipitation was light to moderate across Dixie, Western 
divisions, light across the rest of the State. 

Major activities: Feeding, caring for livestock; general farm, 
equipment maintenance; marketing hay, grains; preparing taxes. 


VIRGINIA: Temperatures above normal in the west, near 
normal over the rest of the State. Extremes 9°; 57°. Precipitation 
averaged above normal over central, southeast areas, near normal 
in the east, below normal over the rest of the State. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 1.1. Topsoil moisture was 44% 
adequate, 56% surplus. Winter grains, grazing crops condition 
1% very poor, 10% poor, 66% fair, 23% good. Forage from 
pastures, winter grazing crops dairy cattle 1%, beef cattle 7%, 
sheep 6%. Feeding, watering livestock, pesticide recertification, 
repairing machinery, working on farm records, preparing tobacco 
plantbeds, some topdressing wheat. 


WASHINGTON: Temperatures 2 to 4° below normal west; 5° 
below normal to 5° above normal east. Precipitation none west; 
none to 0.03 in. east. 

Days suitable for fieldwork 6.2. Soil moisture 35% short, 64% 
adequate, 1% surplus. Hay, other roughage supplies 10% short, 
89% adequate, 1% surplus. Range, pasture 15% very poor, 15% 
poor, 40% fair, 35% good. Winter wheat dryland 4% very poor, 
5% poor, 25% fair, 65% good, 1% excellent; irrigated 2% fair, 
97% good, 1% excellent. Barley dryland 8% very poor, 8% poor, 
64% fair, 20% good; irrigated 10% fair, 90% good. Snow cover 
for the winter grains continued to be lacking. Grass continued to 
grow in many pastures with the continued mild weather. Pruning 
in orchards, vineyards, berries continued. Some early peas were 
being planted. Christmas trees growers started planting. Calving, 
lambing proceeded with few problems. 


WEST VIRGINIA: Temperature 28°. Extremes 1°; 54°. 
Precipitation 0.09 in. Temperatures 0 to 4° below normal. 
Precipitation averaged well below normal. 
Farm activities: Calving, lambing, 
bookkeeping, general maintenance. 


feeding livestock, 


WISCONSIN: Temperature 0°. Extremes -36°; 30°. Snowfall 
light during week. Sunny, seasonably cold for week. 

Farm activity limited to animal husbandry, yard maintenance. 
Meetings, tax preparation provided adequate office work to fill 
remaining hours in the day. 


WYOMING: Past week cold, dry over most of the region. 
Temperatures mostly below normal. Exception was Worland 
which averaged 1° above normal. Coldest was Afton which 
averaged 15° below normal. Precipitation was below normal 
except in the central area, northeast. Sundance received largest 
amount of precipitation 0.74 in. 

Winter wheat good. Snow cover protection on winter wheat was 
improving. Wind damage to winter wheat mostly light. Condition 
for cattle, sheep was good. Grazing prospects fair. Hay, roughage 
adequate. Spring calving, farm flock lambing have started. Farm 
flock sheep are being shorn. 
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FSU-WESTERN: Bitter cold covered winter grains in Russia. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Showers benefited vegetative 
winter grains in Morocco and western Algeria. 
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EUROPE: Unfavorable dryness persisted in eastern Spain. 


SOUTH ASIA: Showers in northeastern India and Bangladesh 
helped rainfed reproductive winter wheat. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA: Heavy showers continued over Java's rice 
areas. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Widespread rain benefited reproductive corn 
but likely caused some flooding. 


EASTERN ASIA: Seasonably dry weather continued across the 
North China Plain, as wheat remained dormant. 


AUSTRALIA: Scattered showers benefited eastern summer crops. 


SOUTH AMERICA: Widespread showers continued to favor 
summer crops across southern Paraguay and southern Brazil. 
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FSU-WESTERN: Colder weather spread gradually westward and 
southward over the region. Bitter cold covered winter grains in 
Lithuania, Latvia, and northern Russia (Northwest Region, Central 
Region, Volga Vyatsk, Urals, Central Black Soils Region, and Volga 
Valley), where minimum temperatures ranged from -25 to -15 
degrees Celsius (C). Although temperatures in these areas 
approached the threshold for winterkill, a moderate to deep snow 
cover provided adequate protection from widespread damage. 
Further south, unseasonably warm weather continued over Ukraine 
and North Caucasus, Russia, accompanied by widespread light to 
moderate precipitation (5-25 mm). Although these weather 
conditions provided mostly favorable overwintering conditions for 
winter crops, some loss in winter hardiness occurred. Lowest 
temperatures in these areas ranged from -10 to -5 degrees C. 
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EUROPE: Substantial rain (20-50 mm or more) provided ample 
moisture for dormant winter grains in France and for winter crop 
growth in western portions of the Iberian peninsula. In contrast, 
light showers (S mm or less) in eastern Spain did not overcome 
unfavorable dryness hampering crop development. Some 
precipitation (5-15 mm) across northern Europe was generally 
favorable for dormant winter crops. The drier weather in 
north-central Europe, especially over northern Germany, was 
beneficial after last week’s drenching rain. Mostly dry weather 
prevailed across southeastern Europe, from Hungary to Greece. 
Unseasonably mild weather continued over the Balkans, with 
average temperatures ranging from 3 to 7 degrees C above normal 
and daily maximum temperatures reaching as high as 15 to 19 
degrees C. Winter crops have lost some hardiness and are 
vulnerable to potential cold air outbreaks. 


AUSTRALIA: Tropical cyclone Sadie came ashore on January 30, 
at the south end of the Gulf of Carpentaria, with sustained winds of 
35 to 45 mph. The storm quickly dissipated, but the remnants 
spread southeastward, bringing heavy showers (60-180 mm, with 
isolated amounts greater than 200 mm) across most of eastern 
Queensland. Across the eastern summer crop areas, most areas 
received widespread showers, but isolated areas reported less than 
10 mm. The rains were very beneficial for sorghum and cotton, 
especially for late-planted crops. However, additional rain is still 
needed across the area. The rains also benefited sugarcane along the 
northeastern coast, but isolated torrential showers (greater than 200 
mm) caused local flooding. Temperatures averaged 1-4 degrees 
below normal across the eastern summer crop region. 
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SOUTH ASIA Total Precipitation (mm) 
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SOUTH ASIA: Light to moderate rain (10-45 mm) benefited 
winter grains and oilseeds in northeastern India and Bangladesh. 
The moisture was especially timely for reproductive rainfed crops 
in eastern Uttar Pradesh and Bihar. Weekly temperatures averaged 
above normal in the northwest, increasing crop moisture usage. 
Temperatures were near to below normal elsewhere. 


EASTERN ASIA: Seasonably dry weather continued across the 
North China Plain. Widespread showers covered the Yangtze 
Valley, increasing reservoir levels. Temperatures averaged 2-4 
degrees C above normal, but were low enough for winter wheat to 
remain dormant. 
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SOUTHEAST ASIA: Moderate to heavy showers (60-143 mm) 
maintained adequate to abundant irrigation reserves for rice over 
most of Java. Moderate showers (50-123 mm) returmed to most oil 
palm and rice areas of western Malaysia. Further north, 
unseasonable warmth returned to Thailand’s dry-season rice areas, 
increasing moisture requirements of newly planted crops and 
accelerating seedling growth. In the Philippines, moderate to heavy 
showers (50-100 mm or more) fell in eastern rice and corn areas, 
aiding dry-season crops but causing additional flooding. Light 
showers (10-32 mm) benefited grains and sugarcane in the western 
Visayans. 
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SOUTH AMERICA Total Precipitation (mm) 
JAN 30 - FEB 5, 1994 


* SOUTH AMERICA: Scattered, light showers (1-18 mm) prevailed 
across central Argentina, after last week’s beneficial rain. Isolated 
heavy showers (100-150 mm) were reported in southern Cordoba 
and northern Santa Fe, causing local flooding. Soil moisture for 
corn and soybean development remains adequate across most areas. 
Moderate showers (20-80 mm) benefited cotton across northern 
Argentina. In southern Brazil, widespread moderate to heavy 
showers (30-150 mm) fell across most of the crop areas, favoring 
vegetative to reproductive corn and soybeans. Moderate showers 
(20-55 mm) benefited reproductive to filling soybeans across Mato 
Grosso and Goais. Nearly ideal soil moisture and favorable 
temperatures existed for soybeans across southern Brazil. 
Temperatures averaged near normal across central Argentina and 2-3 
degrees above normal across southern Brazil. Southern Paraguay 
received moderate showers (30-100 mm), favoring reproductive 
cotton and soybeans. 
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NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Widespread light to moderate rain 
(10-25 mm, with local amounts in excess of 25 mm) benefited 
vegetative winter grains in Morocco and western Algeria. Persistent 
dryness in central and eastern Algeria and northern Tunisia limited 
moisture for vegetative crops. Crop conditions in these areas are 
likely deteriorating, and rain is needed soon to stabilize declining 
crop prospects. Weekly average temperatures were near normal 
over the region. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Widespread, moderate to heavy rain (15-100 
mm or more) covered most corn areas, boosting moisture for crops 
advancing through reproduction. However, excessive rainfall (100- 
160 mm) over a broad area of Orange Free State, western Natal, and 
Lesotho resulted in some flooding. Rainfall continued unseasonably 
light (25 mm or less) over Natal’s sugarcane areas. Temperatures 
throughout the region were seasonably mild. 
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Cyclone Thrashes 
Madagascar 


Cyclone Geralda_ struck 
Madagascar's east coast near the 
port city of Toamasina on 
February 2. The NOAA-11 polar- 
orbiter satellite captured the image 
(below) on February 1 as the storm 
was heading toward Madagascar. 
At the time of the image, estimated 
maximum winds were as high as 
140 knots, making this one of the 
most intense cyclones on record in 
the South Indian Ocean. Winds 
diminished to about 110 knots as 
the storm struck the east coast. 
Media reports indicate major 
property and crop damage 
occurred, with Toamasina almost 
completely destroyed. 


CYCLONE GERALDA 


TRACK AND ASSOCIATED DATA 
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Legend: Map location, Date, Time (UTC), Max. sustained wind (knots) 
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